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EDITORIAL. 


THE pre-occupation of the moment is naturally the work of the 
Public Libraries Committee of the Board of Education. Its Ques- 
tionnaire has been widely issued, and has been variously criticised. 
One or two authorities, including Wandsworth, have declined to 
furnish replies on the ground that they object to any disturbance 
of the present local control of libraries. The objection is a sound 
one, no doubt, although even that point is controversial, but we 
deprecate the attempt to anticipate the attitude and findings of the 
Committee. There is as yet no adequate reason to suppose that 
the Board of Education contemplates any national control of 
libraries which shall remove them from the keeping of their present 
authorities. There are many other ways, however, in which reforms 
are necessary and urgent, and these can only be brought about or 
even beconsidered in the light of comprehensive and accurate infor- 
mation. The refusal to supply information is, in any case, an 
ostrich-like policy, since, if the Board of Education has determined 
that they will take over the control of public libraries, the objec- 
tions of a local authority here and there will not alter that policy. 
We do not believe, however, that such a change is contemplated, 
and, in any case, it could only come about by a general agreement 
on the part of local authorities to that effect. 
+ * * 

Few things have pleased us more than the general attitude of 
libraries towards the cross-word puzzle vogue. The Manchester 
Guardian has published an exceedingly interesting symposium of 
the views of public librarians on this question. It is freely admitted 
that very heavy use has been made of quick reference works for 
the solution of these puzzles, and that this has involved in some 
cases considerable wear on the books. The librarians in general, 
however, have taken the very sound view that there are many 
avenues leading to the use of books, and that in solving these 

uzzles a large number of readers have made acquaintance for the 

t time with the possibilities of reference libraries. Even if some 

expense in binding and replacing of books has been involved, it 
appears to us that it has been worth while. 

In some American libraries special new sets of quick reference 
works have been bought to meet this curious demand. It appears 
to us to be a good business proposition to meet it. 

* * * * 

A most attractive Summer School has been arranged by the 
School of Librarianship to take place in Paris from August 29th to 
September 12th at the American Lib in Paris. Lectures, which 

ill be in English, are to be given by a French professor on Modern 
French Literature, and entirely new courses have been arranged 
on other current library subjects. Plenty of hostel accommodation 
is available, and opportunities for seeing the sights and visiting the 
most famous Parisian scenes will be afforded in plenty. The School 
promises to be one of the most successful of such events. The 


| 
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entrance fee is Two Guineas (One Guinea to Members of the L.A., 
and of the A.A.L.) and fuller particulars can be obtained from the 
Director of the School of Librarianship at University College, London. 


* * * 


Except that it will be held at Birmingham this year, no further 
information about the Annual Meeting of the Library Association 
is forthcoming. Mr. Powell and his Local Committee have a high 
standard of achievement up to which to live, but we believe them 
to be capable of doing it. We would urge that some definite pre- 
liminary announcements as to dates and the general nature of the 

mme should be issued at once. Our annual vacations as 
ibrarians pivot on the Conference, and holiday arrangements are 
very difficult nowadays and must be made well ahead. 


The continued appointments of quite untrained men to county 
library posts demand the grave consideration of librarians. They 
are tantamount to a declaration by education authorities here and 
there that librarianship is not a profession or a professional occupa- 
tion, and that its technique has no value. A great deal of educating 
of educationsts appears to be necessary. These good folk graciously 
“accept”’ the money Mr. Carnegie left for the development of 
libraries, and proceed to slight the givers ; that is to say, they ignore 
the School of Librarianship which the Carnegie Trustees founded 
to train persons for such posts. Of late years it has been affirmed 
that no untrained man could be appointed to a town librarianship, 
and we believe that is true, but in the counties a general contempt 
for the work seems to be the right attitude, and all that is required 
is another satellite to increase the glory of the Director of Education. 

* * 


It is interesting to note that while we are much occupied with 
the problems of co-ordination and of extending our work with 
adult educational organizations, our American colleagues are 
deeply engaged upon the same problems as they affect their country. 
The Committee the A.L.A. has formed on the subject is issuing a 
series of bulletins which are of much interest and open various 
fields of suggestion. A recent work which deserves the attention 
of progressive librarians is an enquiry by William S. Learned, of 
the staff of the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of 
Teaching, entitled The American Public Library and the Diffusion 
of Knowledge (New York : Harcourt Brace and Co.), which analyses 
the problems, if not with a light touch, with thoroughness and ina 
fruitful manner. It is an urgent problem everywhere to-day. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY AND BOOK ILLUSTRATION 


By WiLFrIp ROBERTSHAW. 


In the days when drawing was the chief method of illustrating 
books the artists, in drawing upon wood, were unfettered as to 
technique. An illustration was drawn on a wood block and passed 
on to a wood engraver who laboriously cut into the block; and 
when his work was completed it was often impossible to compare 
his reproduction with the original. In other words, because the 
artist was dependent upon the engraver for the translation of his 
design, perfect results were not always forthcoming. It will be 
readily seen that only a very competent craftsman was to be trusted 
to reproduce anything of value. 

After enjoying a considerable vogue drawing was faced with a 
rival. Photography was employed (in John Leighton’s Lyra 
Germanica, published in 1861) to assist the artist, and instead of 
drawing directly upon the wood block he was enabled to make an 
independent drawing and have it transferred to the surface of the 
block, which had been specially sensitized for the purpose. 
(Similarly, in zincography, the zincographer, instead of drawing 
directly upon the metal, makes a reversed negative from his draw- 
ing, and having sensitized the surface of his plate, proceeds to 
imprint his negative upon it.) Probably the Leighton example 
mentioned above represents the first real attempt to apply photo- 
graphy to book illustration, either directly or indirectly ; and the 
extent to which photography has been practised in this direction 
will now be outlined. 

Since that day many processes have been invented, and their 
advent has proved to be the almost complete supersedure of hand 
methods of illustrating books—the subordination of line to tone and 
texture, as it were—natural agencies being substituted in order 
to attain greater cheapness by diminishing the amount of labour 
and time used. Both in black and white and colour the artist had 
to readjust his methods and adapt them to the new mechanical 
conditions—to the domination of the camera; and it is because the 
camera is such an important factor in these processes that they 
have come to play an extensive part in the dissemination of art 
knowledge. It is the change referred to above that is, no doubt, 
responsible for the limitations in the technique of the artist’s draw- 
ing by wood engraving as practised to-day. Briefly, these limita- 
tions are: making the lines clear and distinct, keeping the work 
open, avoiding involved passages which might become a blotch in 
the finished work especially if the drawing is reduced, and using 
only black ink on white paper. 

Photo-mechanical processes give the artist the same freedom 
as to size and medium of the original drawing ; but the fact that his 
work is reproduced in facsimile instead of being interpreted is the 
one outstanding feature, and one of the main reasons why photo- 
graphy has displaced drawing, or nearly so. Truth and speed and 
cheap production are the principal claims of photographic methods 
of illustrating books. 
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These processes, which reproduce a photographic image in a 
printable form, have as their basis the properties of resinous or 
glutinous substances, and the changes they undergo under the 
influence of light. One of these methods—the half-tone—is 
employed more especially for the reproduction of wash drawings or 
paintings. (This process is hardly suitable for portraits in, say, 
a biography of a person, as a deal of touching up may be required 
in a portrait block, as well as in the negative before reproduction. 
The “ expression,” too, is extremely difficult to obtain in a half- 
tone.) In this process a screen of varying degrees of fineness is 
placed in front of the drawing to be photographed, thus dividing 
the tones into dots or squares. In photographing the drawing the 
size can be changed at will. One great advantage of half-tones is 
that the result shows much of the individual method of the artist, 
besides being an almost exact copy of his work ; and another is 
that the illustrations of a book can be printed along with the text.. 

While the photogravure process is, perhaps, the best for illus- 
trating a biographical work, it is a costly one to employ. But one 
can truthfully say that it is not the contribution of photography to 
the work that is expensive : it is in the printing that the great cost 
is involved, as each plate has to be printed separately, and on a 
special paper. Photogravure plates are shallow and not of a t 
wearing quality ; hence, such plates are undesirable where a — 
edition of a book is desired. 

For the student of style and manner I would say that photo- 
graphy is yet the most satisfactory method of reproducing paint- 
ings. Some remarkable colour reproductions of paintings have 
been effected, resultant on efforts to heighten the exactness of 
camera work by adding the final element of colour. 

For a natural history work containing illustrations of objects 
such as butterflies, flowers, fruit, etc., the process to be employed 
should be the three-colour. (There is now a four-colour process, 
and perhaps this has already proved to be an improvement upon 
the three-colour in reproducing such illustrations.) In spite of the 
beautiful results obtainable by a combination of lithography and 
collotype, the three-colour method is, I think, the most suitable 
for securing a faithful reproduction of the subtle tints in a bunch of 
flowering plants, for example. It is a process which has proved a 
satisfactory compromise to the solution of the problem of colour 
photography, in so far as it reproduces, in the illustration, all the 
colours of the original. But, like other processes, it has its limita- 
tions, one being the difficulty of procuring inks which correspond 
in shade with those of the screens or “ light filters.” 

There are, of course, several other methods used in book illus- 
tration, but those in which photography plays a part are now more 
generally employed. One has only to peruse that beautiful produc- 
tion, Penrose's Annual, or Process Y ear- Book, to quote both titles, 
to find out what photographic research is achieving in the matter 
of process work as applied to book illustration. Almost every year 
there is something new to record; and, so far as colour processes 
are concerned, we may safely say that their potentialities are by 
no means exhausted. 
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THE “FORM TABLE” 
SCHEME OF BOOK CLASSIFICATION 
A NEW PROPOSAL, 


By L. A. Burcess. 
(Continued). 


MAIN TABLE. 
RALIA. 


General Collections: Unitary, etc. 

General Collections: Individual. 

Other (General) Special Collections. 

General Encyclopedias. 

General Dictionaries. 

General Bibliographies (including General Catalogues, etc.). 
General Museums, Collections, etc. 

General Societies, etc. 

General Periodicals (including General Calendars, Year 


GEN 


>> >>> >>>> 


Books, etc.). 

RELIGION. 
Bl Comparative Keligion. 
B2 Natural: Animistic and Demonistic. 
B3 Polytheistic. 
B4é Anthropomorphic. 
B5 Ethical: Racial: Oriental. 
B6 Others. 
B7 a" Universal : General 
B8 al = Islam. 
B9 “ Oriental. 


AND CHRISTIANITY. 
1 Scriptures and Commentaries. 
2 Hebrew Theology: Talmud and Church History. 
Christian Fathers, etc. 
Christian Doctrine and Apologetics. 
Ecclesiastical Polity and General History of Christianitys 
Early Church and Greek Orthodox Church. 
Mediaeval Western Church and Church of Rome. 
Protestant and Later Churches. 
Religious Orders and Societies. 
SOPHY. 

i ic Systems: Ancient. 
Philosophi 
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an 
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L SCIENCE (AND MATHEMATICS). 
Mathematical Science (General). 
Science of Number: Arithmetic. 


Plane Geometry. 

Solid and Projective Geometry. 

Co-ordinate Geometry. 

““n”’ dimensional and Non-Euclidian Geometry. 
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PHYSICAL SCIENCE. 


Matter and Aither Physics. 
Electricity : Static (and Magnetism), 
Current. 


Light. 
Sound and Acoustics. 
Mechanics: Statics. 


pe Kinematics and Dynamics. 
Hydromechanics : (Hydrostatics and Hydrodynamics). 


ECo OHEMISTRY. 


EC I 
EC2 


=z 
> 


© 


COI = 


Theoretic ; Alchemy, etc. 
Physical Chemistry. 
Practical and Experimental Chemistry. 
Analysis: by Substance. 
Qualitative, etc. 
Quantitative, etc. 


Zoology : General ’ Protozoa. 
Invertebrate Metazoa. 
ws Vertebrates : Ascidians, Pisces, Amphibia and 


Rep 
Aves and Mammalia; 


POLOGY (SOMATOLOGY). 


Somatology : General. 

Zoological Anthropology and Anthropogenys 
Palzoanthropology. 

Anatomical Anthropology. 

Rawal Embryology. 

Physiological Anthropology. 

Racial Pathology. 

Social Physical Anthropology. 

Systematic or Taxonomic Anthropology: 


Medical Services. 

First Aid, etc. 

Hygiene and Public Health. 
Anatomy and Surgery. 
Obstetrics and Midwifery. 
Physiology. 

Pathology. 

Therapeutics. 

Pharmacy and Pharmacology. 
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7 Inorganic Chemistry. 
8 Organic Chemistry: Fatty C 
9 ” 
Astronomy : Theoretic and Practical. 
Descriptive. 
The Earth, etc. 
> ology and Petrology (including 
Mineralogy and Metallurgy. tology 
Physiography and Geomorphology. 
Hydrography and Oceanography. 
Go BIOLOGH 
Nature Study. 
Bacteriology, etc. 
Botany: General: Cryptograms. 
Phanerograms : Gynosperms. 
He 


The Educational, 
Literary & Public Papers 


of 


Woodrow Wilson. 


To be published in six volumes, two at a 
time, each unit complete in itself. 


COLLEGE AND STATE 


Gg: these early papers, which are 
ht together for the first time 
with Mrs. Wilson's authorisation and 
eatin are to be found the 
inception and development of those 
political and intellectual ideas which 
shaped Woodrow Wilson's later career 


2 volumes, boxed, £1/10/- net 


PALLIETER 

By Felix Timmermans 

qi charming translation of the great 
Flemish novel. 


“We envy English readers a first 
acquaintance with this masterpiece 
of gaicty.”—Times Literary 
ment. 


THE COASTS OF ILLUSION 
By Clark B. Firestone 
q. The author has produced an extra- 
ordinarily interesting and thorough 
work on the travel tales that have 
been told from the earliest times to 
the middle of the nineteenth century.” 
—The Spectator. 16/- net 


HARPER & BROTHERS 


LONDON 


APPLETON BOOKS 


1825 Centenary 1925 


AN ENCYCLOPZDIA OF THE VIOLIN 
ALBERTO BACHMANN 

connoisseurs. 


and 
FISHES DAVID STARR JORDAN 

ficent volume profusely illustrated 
A -. in a comprehensive way all that is 
known about fishes. With 18 full-page 
colour plates and nearly 700 drawings and 
half- tone illustrations. April.) 30/- 


HUMAN ORIGINS | G. G. MACCURDY 

Literary S says 

work is masterly as regards 

the dussiliostios and co-ordination of very 
diverse material under a well-devised s 

of heads. The student wil! find it invaluable 

as a book of reference. 2 vols. 48/- 


CONSTRUCTIVE MERCHANDISING 
BERT E. RAMSAY 
A valuable book by all commercial men, 
telling how goods are sold 1b how ws — 
effective plans for increasing sales. 
branch of distribution is charly, 
and practically analysed. 
WITH SHOT-GUN AND RIFLE IN 
NORTH AMERICAN GAME FIELDS 
LEY W. ROBINSON 
A book on game 
hunting in North America, divided into two 
ts, the first on small ae — and 
second on n appendix 
gives the location of al "of game and 
information on outfit. ( April.) 15/- 


NEW FICTION 


*THE MOTHER'S RECOMPENSE 


EDITH WHARTON 
THE SHIP OF SOULS EMERSON HOUGH 
THE CONFIDENCE MAN 
LAURIE YORK ERSKINB 
THE BRUTE DOUGLAS NEWTON 
FOLLY 


HUGH M. KAHLER and D. G. HERRING 
THOMAS THE IMPOSTOR JEAN COCTEAU 


BOOKS FOR MEN AND BOYS 
SCOUTING ON THE MOHAWK 
ventures a young ranger in 
Mohawk country. 
THE MYSTERIOUS TUTOR 
GLADYS BLAKB 
A dash of mystery adds to the attractions of 
this story of a hunt for missing jewels ard 
the romantic happenings in the search. 6/- 


STORMIE THE DOG STEALER ' 
ROBERT F. SCHULKERS 


with pleasure 


25 BEDFORD STREET 
LONDON 


| 
a Deals with a boy who has an uncanny attrac- 
tion for dogs. Caves, secret doors, a hidden 
houseboat and strange messages al! combine 
to make a story that every boy can read 
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HOLOGY. 
Child Psychology. 
Racial Psychology and Social Psychology. 
Psychophysics. 
Mental Faculties : Instincts, etc. 
Psychology of Dreams and the Unconscious. 
Volition: the Will, Attention, etc. 
Morbid Psychology and Mental Pathology. 
Psychic Phenomena: Telepathy, Spiritism, etc 
Psychometry and Special Applications. 

LOGY. 
Archxology or Palzoethnology (Origins and Antiquity of 

Man). 


CHO 


Early Races and Migrations. 
Primitive Man : Material Life. 

és Family Life. 

- Social Life. 

Psychic Life. 
Customs and Institutions. 
Anthropogeography. 
oo hy (.acluding Local Archeology and Somato- 
graphy). 


< 


Humanitarianism and Institutions. 
Poverty, Pauperism and Charity. 
Housing, etc. (Environment). 
Special Problems: Drink Traffic, etc. 
Women: Marriage, etc. 
Infant and Child Welfare. 
Education : Children. 

Higher and Adult. 
War and other Sociological Topics. 


OMICS. 

Production: Relations of Capital and Labour, etc. 
Industrial Organisation and Administration. 
Labour and its Problems. 

Land and Natural Resources. 

Wealth (Nature of, etc.) : Capital. 

Finance, etc. 

Commerce. 

Communications, etc. 

Business Methodology. 


STRATION. 
Political Science : Civics and Demotics, 
Electorate and Electoral Methods. 
Government and the State. 
Central Administration : (Legislature, Executive, etc.) 
Local Administration. 
Public Services : Civil Service, etc. 
ie Fighting Services. 
a Preservation of Life. 
Others. 


D JURISPRUDENCE. 
International Law. 
Constitutions and Constitutional History. 
Public Law: Criminal Law. 
Other Branches of Public Law. 
Martial Law—Canon Law, etc. 
Private Law : Civil Law—Rights and Liabilities. 
Law of Property, etc. 
Law of Persons, etc. 
Other Branches of Private Law. 


Lo ECO 
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Qe BIOGRAPHY AND ALLIED TOPICS. 
ol Individual Biography (in alphabetical sequence of Bio- 
graphies), etc. 
Letters, Diaries, etc.—Registers, etc. 
Genealogy. 
Heraldry (General). 
, Precedence, etc. 
Orders of Knighthood, etc. 
Coats of Arms, Crests. 


Flags. 

Official Pageantry. 

N.B.—All Collective Biography and Biography classified by the topic asso- 
ciated with the Biographee is placed under the symbol O followed by the 
full “ topic ”’ classification-symbol, e.g., Biography of Painters =O 

U 


2 
Collective Biographies grouped by race or country may be either treated 
as above (by using the Geographical symbol Q, or by using the “ geo- 
graphical brackets ( ) ; 
e.g., Lives of Famous Welshmen”’ = 


[To be concluded in next issue). 
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LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


DEAR ARISTONYMOUS, 
SILENCE ! 

I should much like to know if you think the silence of the 
Library Association of late is owing to lethargy, policy or wisdom. 
In corners it is whispered that the Public Libraries Committee of 
the Board of Education affords the test opportunity for public 
and other libraries that has ever fallen their way. The said Com- 
mittee has issued a Questionnaire, some 20 pages long, of a most search- 
ing, and, it must be confessed, confusing character. This ill- 
proportioned document ends with a request for the individual 
opinion of library authorities (or librarians—it is not quite clear 
which is intended) as to the means, legislative or otherwise, by 
which the library service can be improved. A confusion of tongues 
appears to have arisen already, but none of them, so far as I can 
gather, states the opinion of the Library Association on this matter. 

Can you really believe that an effective Association, whose 
very existence is justified only by its activity at such times as these, 
would allow the epoch-making opportunity to pass without a single 
word of guidance to the library authorities of this country? This 
is what has occurred. . 

WHAT ARE THE REASONS 
for this abstention? I have already asked the question. Can it 
really be that the Library Association (or some part of it—it is 
difficult to know who and what is the Library Association) desires 
the five hundred authorities up and down the country to express 
their individual views, and to allow the Public Libraries Committee 
to find its way through the jungle of attitude that must result ? 
Is it merely lethargy or even an obtuse blindness to the situation ? 
The difficulty lies in the fact that matters of policy in connection 
with the Library Association appear to be in the hands of an 
Executive Committee consisting of about a dozen members who 
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are so erratic in their attendance that rarely are two successive 
meetings attended by the same people. These submit reports, I 
understand, to the Council—often three months after the events with 
which they deal have ceased to be current. The position is an 
intolerable one, and we have a 1ight to demand that the Council 
of the Library Association shall deal drastically with such neglect. 
In the absence of 
A Leap 

the London Branch of the Library Association endeavoured to 
provide some guidance for the members within its own area. It 
produced a Report and called a conference of library authorities 
and librarians within the area. I attended this meeting with con- 
siderable trepidation, as I anticipated what I believe has actually 
happened—that the London Branch would be accused of disloyalty 
and all sorts of other crimes. Over fifty authorities were represented, 
usually by their Chairmen, and the Conference was one of the most 
useful in its way of recent years. 

As for the subject of the meeting, the proceedings were of 
such character that to call them disloyal (after the event) was 
drivelling nonsense. The Report presented and adopted merely 
affirmed again the policy of the Library Association as laid down 
in its Memorandum of September, 1919, on the Third Interim 
Report of the Adult Education Committee of the Ministry of Recon- 
struction, which, when presented at the Southport Annual Meeting, 
was declared to be the most wonderful document ever submitted 
by an association to the British Government. In short, the meeting 
merely resolved that it was desirable to co-ordinate the very small 
libraries serving populations under 10,000, and that co-operation 
on a voluntary basis should exist between larger libraries. More- 
over, the meeting deprecated the creation of new machinery in the 
counties which ignored the possibilities of great library systems 
already existing. Finally, a resolution was passed affirming that 
most libraries were dpoliaging rapidly in consequence of the new 
powers under the 1919 Act, and that to alter their present govern- 
ment at this stage would be a very grave mistake. 


DISLOYALTY 
consists in taking action contrary to the policy of any person or 
body to whom we are subject. It consists also perhaps in a part 
taking action which should have been taken by the whole, but when 
the whole is obstinately apathetic the part so far as the members 
constituting it are concerned is justified in acting for itself. If the 
Library Association Council cannot infuse more electricity into its 
public work it will meet with a great deal more disloyalty of the 
type against which it now groans, and of a much more virulent kind. 


I was AMAZED 
to hear a speech from the Chairman of the Battersea Libraries 
Commmittee in which he affirmed that at a meeting of London 
authorities (I believe it was the Metropolitan Joint Standing Com- 
mittee) when this question was considered he heard the statement 
made that while individual authorities as a whole were against their 
Suppression by some as yet undetermined central authority, a 


] 


‘ 
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prominent librarian and influential member of the Library Associa- 
tion had declared that he was for putting London libraries under 
the Education Authority. I see it stated in The Library Assistant 
this month that the Secretary of the Library Association is the 
gentleman hinted at. This raises a very important question. I 
understand that if these are the Secretary's views they are in direct 
collision with the general views of his Council. This is lamentable. 
As an individual Mr. Pacy has an absolute right to his own opinions. 
The difficulty is that outsiders cannot disentangle these from 
opinions which he expresses as the mouthpiece of the Library 
Association. I hope Mr. Pacy will sce how desirable it is to make 
some public statement on this matter which shall clear up the issue. 
I am unwilling to believe that Mr. Pacy made any such statement 
as that which was reported to the Conference. 


Wuen WILt It Report? 

Unless the Public Libraries Committee of the Board of Educa- 
tion does it work in a most perfunctory manner, I suppose its report 
must be delayed for some months. The field of enquiry is a wide 
once. Memoranda are being written on many subjects which I 
hope in due course will be published. Witnesses on various subjects 
are being examined, and their evidence should do much to educate 
several members of the Committee whose experience of libraries is 
theoretical. All these things are merely surmises, of course. 

I notice that in his December letter Eratosthenes somewhat 
prosily criticises the composition of the Committee on the ground 
that many of its members have not had vital experience of libraries. 
Personally, so long as there is some strong representation of librarian- 
ship, I do not think that this matters ; the report of the Committee 
will be the more impartial and authoritative if the balance lies the 
other way. Of course, I agree that any Committee on libraries 
which omitted the name of Mr. Jast is tosome extent farcical, but 
no doubt Mr. Jast will be one of the chief witnesses examined, 
and in that capacity I believe he will do quite as effective service 
as he would as a member of the Committee. I think the choosers 
of the Committee were afraid of Mr. Jast ; he would be too strong a 
force against the pure educationists and ruralists. That, however, 
is, again, merely an opinion. 

It 1s VERY UNPLEASANT 

to note how the county library schemes continue to appoint utterly 
untrained men to what are gradiloquently called ‘county positions.” 
I am sorry that the protests of the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust 
are so uninfluential in the matter. Such appointments are an insult 
to the Trustees and to the School of Librarianship which they have 
founded. They give one some idea of what would happen to 
librarianship as a whole if the libraries in the towns came under the 
average director of education. In many counties the development 
of libraries has been put back twenty years by the utter ignorance 
of the appointing authorities. It is a grave pity. 
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CALLIMACHUS. 


[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of “‘ LETTERS ON Our AFFAIRS.” 
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PERSONAL NOTES 

Mr. George E. Glazier, Northampton Public Library, has been 
appointed County Librarian for Bedfordshire. 

“ The Evolution of the Book from Clay Tablets to Incunabula ” 
was the title of a lantern lecture delivered at the Norwich Public 
Library by the City Libratian, Mr. G. A. Stephen, on Monday, 
February 23rd. A long report and illustration appeared in the 
Eastern Daily Press of December 24th. 

Miss Williamina A. Rait, B.A., of the Public Libraries, Glasgow, 
who is sister of the President of the Library Association, has been 
appointed Librarian of the Library of the Provincial Training Centre 
for Teachers, Jordanhill, Glasgow. 


SUMMER SCHOOL OF LIBRARY SERVICE. 


Tue Summer School for library assistants which has been carried on 
so successfully at Aberystwyth will be held this year from the 4th 
to the 15th August. The School is held, under the auspices of the 
Library Association, at the University College of Wales and the 
National Library of Wales. The courses of study consist of lectures, 
classes, demonstrations, and practical work in Bibliography, Cata- 
loguing, Classification, Book Selection, Rural Library Work, Library 
Work with Children, and other subjects comprised in the syllabus 
of the Library Association, and a course of instruction in Palaeo- 
graphy and Archives by Mr. Hubert Hall, D.Litt., late of the 
Public Records Office. 

A prospectus of the School, with forms for enrolment, may be 
had from the Director of the Summer Schoo!, National Library of 
Wales, Aberystwyth. 


REVIEWS 


LIBRARY REPORTS. 

CHoRLEY.—25th Annual Report, 1924. Borough Librarian, Albert 
Singleton. Population, 30,581. Income, £1,235. Stock: Lend- 
ing, 10,019; Reference, 3,684; School Libraries, 1,404. Addi- 
tions during the year, 673. Issues: Lending, 60,605 ; Reference, 
2,403; Juvenile Reading Room, 4,465; School Libraries, 
22,607. Borrowers: Adult, 2,270; Juvenile, 727; School 
Libraries, 1,041. 

The 25th anniversary of the opening of the building was celebrated on 
December 13th. It is especially gratifying, therefore, to be able to record the 
largest issue of books since the inauguration of the Library. 90,080 vols. 
were issued—an increase of 6 493 over the previous year. The question of 
establishing Delivery Stations in some of the remoter parts of the town is at 

mt under consideration. 

‘AUNTON.—19th Annual Report, 1924. Librarian, A. E. Baker, 
F.R.Hist.S., F.L.A. Population, 24,590 Stock: Lending, 
11,591 ; Reference, 3,720. Combined issues, 71,630. Borrowers, 
2,422. 

“‘ In reviewing the work of the past year there is much cause for gratifica- 
tion. The increased issues in the Lending and Reference Departments, in the 
number of volumes loaned to the various Elementary Schools, and the increased 
use made of all the various Reading Rooms show that the Institution is pro- 

7 and also that it plays an important part in loca! civic life.""—E*xtract 
vom Report. 


at 
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PUBLICATIONS. 
CoveNnTRY Public Libraries.—Readers’ Bulletin. Vol. 3, No. 1. 
Jan.—Feb., 1925. 

Another very interesting contribution to the series of ‘‘Some Famous 
Writers '’ appears in this issue—Anatole France being the subject of a fine 
article by J. Lewis May, author of Anatole France, the Man and His Works, 
and translator of many of the novelist’s books. A bibliography of works by 
and about France, with the plots of his novels and many critical notes, are 
included. The usual list of books added to the Libraries is published. 


GATESHEAD Library Record. No 30. Nov., 1924—Jan., 1925. 

Mr. John Oxberry, a well-known local historian, contributes a note on 
“ Thomas Wilson, the Gateshead Fell Poet,’’ with extracts from the poet’s 
works in the Northumbrian dialect. A report of the work of the Libraries 
shows that 115,502 books were issued during the last quarter, which compares 
most favourably with the 140,000 issued in twelve months just ten years ago. 
A long list of additions for the last three months is also given. 


Kinc’s Lynn Public Library.—Readers’ Quarterly. Vol. 1, No. 1. 


Feb., 1925. 

We welcome this first number of King’s Lynn quarterly. No apology 
is necessary for its appearance as it has for its aim “‘ Publicity and Service "”— 
and the value of publicity is recognised by all. 2,000 copies will be published 
quarterly and distributed free. A regular feature will be ‘‘ Book Lists "’—of 
which this numbers contains three—additions to the Junior Library and the 
Book Club, and a selection of music and musical works. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
WHITAKER’S CUMULATIVE Book List. 1924. A Classified list of 
publications issued from January, 1924, to December, 1924, 
together with an index to Authors and Titles. Demy 8vo, cloth, 


pp. xx., 240. Whitaker and Sons, 1924. 10s. net. 

No library can afford to be without this excellent classified list of the books 
published in 1924. There is an Index to Authors and Titles and a useful list 
of publishers is given at the beginning. Fiction is divided into two classes, 
6s. and over, and under 6s. As all librarians know, this book-list appears 
quarterly and is cumulated annually. 


GENERAL. 
Erskine (Mrs. Steuart) Tue VANISHED Cities or AraBiaA. Illus- 
trated by Major Benton Fletcher. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 324. 


Hutchinson and Co., 1925. 25s. net. 
The artistic, archaeological, and incidental interest of the ruins of 

civilisations in the various cities of Arabia are depicted in this book. 

is a graphic description of the little-known region around the wonderful old 
rock city of Petra, the ancient Philadelphia, of the Crusaders’ Castle of Kerah 
and other places of interest. Special coloured illustrations by Major Benton 
Fletcher are reproduced from paintings made on the spot. It is interesting to 
note how libraries were formed in those pre-historic days. Ptolemy II., the 
founder of Philadelphia, collected manuscripts as his chief hobby, his ambition 
being, according to Josephus, to get together “‘ all the books that were in the 
habitable earth.”’ In this laudable effort he was ably seconded by his librarian, 
Demetrius, who once suggested that he might have the Jewish books of the 
law, which were written in their own dialect, translated. The King had just 
asked him how many tens of thousands of books he had in his library and the 
librarian had replied that there were about twenty times ten thousand on the 
shelves then but that there would soon be fifty times ten thousand. The 
reply pleased the King, who wanted by as well as quality, and he 
a the idea of having the books of the Jewish law translated to add to 
the number. What happened afterwards throws an interesting light on the 
history of Ptolemy. Mrs. Erskine is to be od on a very attractive 
travel-book, the value of which might be still enhanced if it contained 
an Index. 
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Lee (Sir Sidney) Epwarp VII., A Biocrapuy. Vol. 1. From 
Birth to Accession. Illustrated. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 832. 
Macmillan and Co., 1925. 3ls. 6d. net. 

The new life of King Edward, by Sir “ee A Lee, is a book which will 
require, for many years to come, a niche on the shelves of every Public Library. 
So sincerely interested is the public in that romantic figure of the Victorian 
era, the Prince of Wales, that the volume will probably be more frequently 
in readers’ hands than in its place in the Library. Sir Sidney Lee has indeed 
had a difficult task, in which he has acquit himself with much honour. 
Considering the limitations imposed upon him he has achieved a remarkable 
piece of work, giving a vivid picture of the reign of Queen Victoria which 
makes the reader wonder in what manner the young Prince’s character would 
have developed had he been admitted to closer confidence in the greater 
affairs of State. Educated as he was on the most elaborate German principles 
it is extraordinary that he ultimately developed into what might be called a 
really typical Englishman. The biographer’s task has been made easier 
by the publication of many secret Documents by the Governments of Russia 
and Germany, which are important in the light of later events. The volume 
before us covers the period from Birth to the Accession, namely from November 
9th, 1841, to January 22nd, 1901. The second volume will cover King Edward's 
Reign, a period of nearly ten years, in which he naturally appears to better 
advantage, — to the removal of the limitations imposed upon his 
personality by the refusal of Queen Victoria to allow him any freedom, 

litically speaking. The work contains several portraits, facsimile autograph 
rs and a genealogical table. 


Hodgson (Geraldine) THe Lire oF JAMES ELRoy FLECKER, from 
Letters and Materials provided by his Mother. Demy 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 288. Basil Blackwell, Oxford, 1925. 12s. 6d. net. 

The tragedy of Flecker’s life was undoubtedly the fact that his physical 
constitution was not strong enough to sustain the strain he put upon it during 
the out-pouring of his poetical and dramatic works. Had he lived longer one 
feels that a certain element of crudeness which is found in his writings would 
have softened and his feelings have deepened had the opportunity been given 
him. His biographer says that to him poetry was neither a trick nor a trade, 
tut a supreme way of escape; the fact being that he needed above all to 
escape from himself and his ill-health. Indeed, the latter part of his life when 
he moved from one health resort to another is in itself a tragedy. His desire 
to see his work “ Hassan "’ staged was not to be fulfilled in his lifetime. His 
rresent biographer was one of his most sympethetic critics during the latter 
ae of 1913, when she made a thorough study of his work. The book is well 

ustrated and contains a number of letters. From others, unpublished, in 

the possession of the present writer, can be gathered the final ye oy 

ill-health, at a time when his ‘ Golden Journey of Samarkand,” is, 
all, one of his best-known poems, was bringing him fame. 


Gordon (G. F. C.) CLOCKMAKING, PAST AND PRESENT. With which 
is incorporated the more important portions of “Clocks, Watches 
and Bells,’’ by the late Lord Grimthorpe, relating to Turret 
Clocks and Gravity Escapements. Illus. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 
viii., 232. Crosby Lockwood, 1925. 16s. net. 

Since Britten’s well-known book on old clocks, which is a standard work, 
was written, a good deal of new ground has been covered and the author of 
the work under consideration has emphasised important points and added 
explanations to other works which may make it easier for the younger men 
of the trade to understand the essentials. The book is very well illustrated 
and there are chapters on the newest devices and sections dealing with Long- 
Case Clocks, Turret Clocks, etc., as well as special chapters on British Clocks 
for Export and the Repairing of American Clocks. There is a bibliography 
which will be found useful, especially as it clears up a certain confusion con- 
cerning Lord Grimthorpe’s book which appeared originally as by Edmund 
Beckett Denison. 
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Bordeux (Jeanne) ELeonora Dusz. The Story of her Life. Illus. 
Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 308. Hutchinson, 1925. 2!1s. net. 

Eleonora Duse has indeed a sympathetic biographer in Jeanne Bordeux, 
who, while she was writing her life, ‘‘so absolutely lived and suffered with her 
that her vast admiration became a reverent love.’’ This volume is the first 
book to ap in England on Duse and is therefore an important work for all 
students of the drama in this country. In a way too little is known about the 

 Tealian tragedienne, who was personally retiring as compared to some 
on Continental actresses. The following sentence from this work seems 
to typify her life: “ Even though her frail tired body begged incessantly for 
repose, the virile soul refused it.’ Portraits show the actress at various times 
of ber life. A valuable addition to stage biographies. 


Harrison (Jane Ellec) MyTHoLocy. Our Debt to Greece and Rome 
Series. Ed. George D. Hadzsits and David Moore Robinson. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xviii., 156. Harrap and Co., 1925. 5s. net. 


Wenley (R. M.) StotcisM AND TS INFLUENCE. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp- xii., 194. Harrap and Co., 1925. 5s. net. 


Brooks (Alfred Mansfield) ARcHITEcTURE. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 
208. Harrap and Co., 1925. 5s. net. 
Three more of the interesting series dealing with Greece and Rome under 
their various economical, artistic, religious and architectural aspects. 


Newman (Bertram) CaxDINAL NEWMAN. A Biographical and 
Literary Study. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. x., 224. Bell and Sons, 
1925. 8s. 6d. net. 

Cardinal Newman, whilst a romantic in the Oxford Movement, has 
on the whole received if anything too little attention from the biographer. 
We remember well the clever study by Canon Barry, published in 1904, but 
other works have usually had an ecclesiastical bias, and the work under con- 
sideration is intended to be of much more general biographical and literary 
interest. The author is not related to Cardinal Newman. There is a short 
bibliography but no portrait which, as we remember Cardinal Newman as of 
a very attractive appearance, seems somewhat of a lack. 

Haskin (Frederic J.) THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT. Illus. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 484. Lippincott, 1925. 9s. net. 

Practically every ent of the American Government is dealt —_ 
in this useful volume for English readers this book gives in small 
wonderful sésumé of the work which the Federal Government of the United 
States is doing and how it does it. This book has already run through eighty 
editions and its sales amount nearly to one million. It has been translated 
into eleven languages and is regarded as a standard text-book in schools and a 
reference book in libraries. The illustrations are clear and cover a — 
variety of subjects. Special sections deal with the Library of Congress, The 
Government Printing Office and Prohibition. 


Lawrence (David) THz TruE Story oF Wooprow WILson. With 
frontispiece. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 368. Hurst and Blackett, 


1925. 18s. net. 

A curtain is drawn aside from one of the most interesting figures in Ameri- 

can history. Developments in the remarkable career of Mr. Wilson which 
have been puzzles to many an outsider are revealed and dealt with frankly 
ani ———: The author’s first acquaintance with Mr. Wilson was in 
1906, w he was an undergraduate in Princetown, and from that time he 
goes through all the phases of life, dealing with his character and any indi- 
vidual incidents connected with him in an attractive and masterful manner. 
He has had great facilities for an unbiassed record as he was assigned to the 
White House by the Associated Press to report, almost hourly, the incidents 
of that eventful administration, and he also became special correspondent at 
Washington for the New York Evening Post. 
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FICTION. 
Gibbs (George) Tue Love or Monsieur. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 286, 

Appleton, 1925. 6s. net. 

Here is a dashing romance of swift action and bright-hued colour, full of 
the gaiety and danger of the day of King Charles. Setiect ican cel 
adventurer, ;ursues the celebrated beauty, Mistress Barbara Clarke, and 
consequently embarks upon many amazing and strange adventures. 
Gerould (Katharine Fullerton) Vattant Dust. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 

pp. 320. Harrap, 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

This book contains nine short stories covering a wide range of themes, 
Three of the stories deal with problems in Communism, the super-natural, 
and morality, in a forcible and interesti: g manner. 

Baring (Maurice) HALF-A-MINUTE’S SILENCE, AND OTHER STORIES. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. x., 204. Heinemann, 1925. 8s. 6d. net. 

This book contains a series of short stories of widely varied character. 
Some are tales from Russia; some taken from real happenings, others are 
ghost stories, school stories, classical inventions, character-sketches, fairy 
tales and ies, legends and romances. All are told with a wonderful sim- 
plicity mysteriousness which leaves much to the reader’s imagination, and 

all st.ow Mr. Baring’s literary style at its best. 
Lewis (Sinclair) MARTIN ARROwSMITH. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 480. 
Jonathan Cape Ltd., 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

The field in which Mr. Sinclair Lewis places his new novel is that of 
scientific research, a field as wide and varied as the author’s work is monumen- 
tal. The unrest, longing and dissatisfaction which his hero, Martin Arrow- 
smith, suffers is only assuaged when he dares to leave the world of ordinary 
practice to live in a laboratory situated in wilds almost too savage for the 
approach of distracting human beings. Everything else is a failure to Martin, 
love, fame, wealth and the counter-attractions of society life. Peculiarly 
is this book a stinging criticism of such medical men as count making money 
before the saving of life. Leora is his mate, but he neglects her and she dies. 
Joyce appeals strongly to a side of him, but he leaves and losesher. The 
work is permeated with medical and scientific detail to such a degree that it 
partly becomes a tract, and yet the author’s wonderful insight and industry 
compel the reader to marvel at this slice of life in the raw which he reveals. 
Farnol (Jeffrey) Tsr Lortnc Mystery. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. vi., 340. 

Sampson Low, Marston and Co., 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Farnol has allowed himself to be drawn into the attractive (from 
many readers’ point of view) circle of detective story writers, and very well 
he does it, a h many may object to the dialect representing the period 
he deals with. Plenty of adventure and excitement occurs owing to the murder 
of an extremely evil-minded uncle. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 
County LIBRARY CONFERENCE, November 4th to 6th, 1914. Held 
in the College of Preceptors, Bloomsbury Square, London, W.C. 
Report of the Proceedings. Imp. 8vo, wrappers, pp. 122. Dun- 
fermline The Carnegie United Kingdom Trust, 1925. 
LoveE-TALES FROM TALLEMANT. Rendered from the French. 
Limited edition. Cr. 4to, orange boards, brown cloth back, 
pp. 250. Red and black throughout on Antique-de-Luxe paper. 
Grafton and Co., 1925. {1 Is. net. 

This book, which is printed for subscribers and is not regarded as suitable 
for Public Libraries, is beautifully produced being set by hand at The Golden 
Cockerel Press, one of the best of the special English Presses of to-day. 
Silk (Agnes K.) and Fanning (Clara E.) INpEx To DRAMATIC READ- 

Incs. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 304. Boston, Faxon; London, 
Grafton and Co. 1925. 25s. net. 
Indexes twenty-five works published between 1915 and 1924. 
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DRAMATIZED RHYTHM PLAYS. 
Ricuarps. 20 illustrations, 4to, cloth 928, 6d, net. 


NATURAL RHYTHMS AND DANCES. 
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4to, cloth eo 18s. net. 
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